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their way in procession from Westminster to the City, the
gentlemen on horseback and the ladies in their coaches.

The bride was, naturally enough, anxious to appear on such
an occasion in all due splendour. Her coach was sufficiently
magnificent to attract attention, but, unluckily, she had no
horses good enough for her purpose. In this difficulty she sent
to Winwood, to borrow his. Winwood immediately answered,
that it was not fit for so great a lady to use anything borrowed,
and begged that she would accept the horses as a present. ]

When we remember what Lady Somerset was, there is
something revolting to our feelings in the attentions which
she received from all quarters. Yet it must not be
Conduct forg0tten that, if many of those who took part in
courtiers. these congratulations believed her to be an adulteress,
there was not one of them who even suspected her of being
a murderess. Yet it was well for the credit of human nature
that one man should be found who would refuse re-
test'of the solutely to worship the idol. Whilst, in the persons

Archbishop. of Cokej of Baconj and of Winwood, the most learned
lawyer, the deepest thinker, and the most honest official
statesman of the age, combined with deans and bishops to
do her homage, Abbot stood resolutely aloof. He appeared,
indeed, in the chapel at the time of the marriage, but he re-
fused to take any part in authorising what he considered to be
an adulterous union. If conscience retained any sway over
the heart of the giddy young bride, she must have been awed
by the stern features of the man who was regarding her with
no friendly eyes. To us, who know what the future history of
England was, there is something ominous in this scene. . It
was, as it were, the spirit of Calvinism which had taken up its
abode in that silent monitor ; the one power in England
which could resist the seductions of the Court, and which was
capable of rebuking, at any cost, the immorality of the great.
Abbot was not a large-minded man, but on that day he stood
in a position which placed him far above all the genius and the
grandeur around him.
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